CONSTANTINOPLE*

confusion and defeat; and though, they renewed
the war during the six successive years, they
were ultimately obliged to abandon their enter-
prise., after the martyrdom, as it was called, of
thirty thousand Moslems, including the cele-
brated Ayub, or Job, whoso name continues to
consecrate the part of tlie city in which he fell.

The second Arab siege of Constantinople took
place in A.D, 718. Moslomah, the brother of
the Caliph Soliman, conducted 120,000 Arabs
and Persians to the Hellespont, and crossing
the strait at Abydos, reached Constantinople
without meeting an obstacle, and pitched his
camp opposite to its wall at the land side.
Rejecting the offers of the Greeks, who would
fain hare bought him off, ho quietly awaited
the arrival of the Egyptian and Syrian naval
force, reckoned at the almost incredible number
of 1800 vessels. ^They arrived at last, and the
same night was fixed by the brother of the
Caliph for an assault by land and sea. The
innumerable fleet was sweeping before a favour-
able, breeze to the month of the Bosphorus,